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MATTHEW AND LUKE RELATE 
TWO VERSIONS OF NATIVITY 
DAYTON, Ohio- It's the Christmas story: Joseph and Mary travel to town during 
a census, there's no room at the inn so she gives birth in a stable, and kings, shepherds and 
angels from miles around gather to celebrate. But the Rev. Joseph Kozar, S.M., assistant 
professor of religious studies at the University of Dayton, will tell you that's all wrong: "We 
have in our heads a version of the Christmas story that does not exist." 
Two different versions of the birth narrative can be found in the Bible, one in the 
gospel of Matthew, the other in Luke. "Matthew has no idea that there are shepherds, and 
Luke has no idea there are Magi," Kozar says. "We fill in one story with another." 
Kozar suggests that people take the time to read each of the stories individually, 
without subtracting or adding what they know from outside sources. Luke's gospel tells the 
story from Mary's point of view, and women are given a privileged place. Matthew's gospel 
is told from the point of view of Joseph . 
. .;~~.-
Taken on their own, says Kozar, both stories give new and different meanings to the 
story, which is sometimes lost in all the wrapping paper and ribbons: the true meaning of 
Christmas. 
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For media interviews, call the Rev. Joseph Kozar at (513) 229-2325. 
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